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SUBJECT: BY-ELECTION NOMINATIONS 

REF: KINGSTON 5536 

1 . SUMMARY: NOMINATIONS FOR THE UPCOMING BY-ELECTION WERE CONDUCTED 
WITHOUT TROUBLE THIS TIME AROUND. THE GOVERNMENT STALWART DUDLEY 
THOMPSON WILL GO AGAINST EIGHT NON-ENTITIES, BUT HE COULD BE HUMIL- 
IATED BY A CLOSE VOTE. THIS BY-ELECTION IS ILLUSTRATIVE OF VARIOUS 
CURRENTS: PNP HEAVY-HANDEDNESS AND POSSIBLE SIGNS OF GOING ALL OUT 
FOR A ONE-PARTY STATE; VIOLENCE AND GENERAL DISENCHANTMENT WITH 
ELECTORAL POLITICS; THE UNDERLYING EFFECTS OF THE "GREEN BAY" 

AFFAIR; THE MALADROIT OPPOSITION; AND THE STILL POWERFUL AND 
EFFECTIVE FORCE OF PUBLIC OPINION. END OF SUMMARY. 

2. THE WEST ST. ANDREW BY-ELECTION APPEARS TO BE BACK ON TRACK AFTER 
ITS DIFFICULTIES. (LAST WEEK'S NOMINATIONS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY 
ANNULLED BECAUSE OF INTIMIDATION AND APPARENT IRREGULARITIES IN 
PROCEDURES - SEE REFTEL.) POLLING DATE IS SET FOR AUGUST 3. NINE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KINGST 05735 201533Z 

CANDIDATES WERE NOMINATED, AND THOUGH THERE WAS A LARGE CROWD OF 
PEOPLE S NATIONAL PARTY (PNP) SUPPORTERS PRESENT, THE AFFAIR WAS 
PEACEFUL. THE POLICE WERE OUT IN FORCE. 

3. THE PNP CANDIDATE, DUDLEY THOMPSON, WAS AGAIN NOMINATED. HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY VARIOUS DIGNITARIES INCLUDING PM MANLEY, WHO ADDRES- 
SED THE CROWD. ALSO NOMINATED WERE H. CHARLES JOHNSON, PRESIDENT OF 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


THE JAMICA UNITED FRONT; CLAIRE PALMER OF THE AMERICAN- JAMAICA 
ALLIANCE; AND INDEPENDENTS ALUDIA THOMPSON, DOROTHY LANDELLS, GEORGE 
R. MILLER, MIRIAM PALMER, GLORIA THOMPSON AND EVELYN WALTERS. THE 
OPPOSITION JAMAICA LABOR PARTY DID NOT OSTENSIBLY FIELD ANY CANDID- 
ATES. INCIDENTALLY, THE JAMAICA UNITED FRONT IS A SMALL BUT 
GROWING LITTLE PARTY. THE PRESIDENT, JOHNSON, IS AN EX-POLICEMAN AND 
IS VERY AGGRESSIVE. HE SHOULD PULL SOME VOTES AWAY FROM THOMPSON. 

THE AMERICA- JAMAICA ALLIANCE IS A HERETOFORE UNKNOWN GROUP DEDICATED 
TO US STATEHOOD FOR JAMAICA. WE DOUBT IF IT HAS ANY POLLING POWER. 

4. THERE ARE STILL SOME LEGAL DIFFICULTIES. THE JLP IS THREATENING 

TO GO TO COURT TO ANNUL THE ANNULMENT OF THE FIRST TRY AT NOMINAT- 
IONS, CLAIMING THE PROCEDURE WAS ILLEGAL. MR. DONALD THOMPSON, NOMIN- 
ATED LAST WEEK, IS MAKING THE SAME CLAIM, AND DID NOT GO FOR 
NOMINATION AGAIN CONSIDERIING HIMSELF LEGALLY NOMINATED THE FIRST 
TIME. 

5. COMMENT: THIS CONFUSING AND SOMEWHAT ZANY AFFAIR (E.GL FIVE 
PEOPLE NAMED THOMSPON TRIED TO GET ON THE BALLOT THE FIRST TIME 
AROUND) IS OF SOME SIGNIFICANCE IN DEMONSTRATING VARIOUS FACTORS AT 
WORK IN TROUBLED JAMAICA AT THIS TIME. THE INTIMIDATION, ETC. LAST 
WEEK WAS APPARENTLY ORGANIZED IN ADVANCE BY THE PNP AND WAS A 

BIT HEAVY-HANDED EVEN BY JAMAICAN STANDARDS. THE WIDESPREAD BELIEF 
AND ASSUMPTION IS THAT THE PNP HAS BECOME SO ATTACHED TO POWER THAT 
IT WILL NEVER ALLOW FREE ELECTIONS AGAIN, AND THE NOMINATION 
FIASCO WAS CITED AS EXHIBIT NO. t, IN ADDITION, THE BY-ELECTION WILL 
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BE CRUCIAL TO THE FUTURE OF A KEY PNP POLITICIAN, DUDLEY THOMPSON, 

WHO HAS BEEN MUCH INVOLVED IN, AND CRITICIZED OVER, THE JAMAICAN 
PROTO-WATERGATE "GREEN BAY" AFFAIR. THOMPSON, ALTHOUGH A PNP 
HEAVYWEIGHT FOR YEARS, (HE WAS FOREIGN MINISTER EARLIER.) HAS 
MISSED BEING ELECTED TO THE LOWER HOUSE IN THREE PREVIOUS TRIES. HE 
HAS BEEN GETTING A VERY BAD PRESS, AND HE DID NOT AGREE TO RUN FOR 
THE SEAT UNTIL IT WAS APPARENT THAT THE JLP WOULD NOT FIELD AN 
OFFICIAL CANDIDATE. 

6. THE JLP HAS GOTTEN ITSELF BOXED IN BY ITS BOYCOTT STANCE. IT HAD 
EARLIER DECLARED A BOYCOTT OF ALL ELECTIONS UNTIL ELECTORAL REFORM 
IS IMPLEMENTED. HOWEVER, CONSIDERING THE UGLY MOOD IN THE GHETTOS, 
WHERE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ARE APPALLING AND GETTING WORSE, MOST 
JAMAICANS ARE RELIEVED THAT THE TWO HEAVIES (PNP AND JLP) WILL NOT 
BE FIGHTING, AND SHOOTING AT EACH OTHER, DURING THIS BY-ELECTION. 

SOME GOOD INFORMANTS HAVE ASSURED US THAT THE "INDEPENDENT’' CANDID- 
ATES ARE, IN REALITY, JLP STOOGES, AND HAVE BEEN PUT UP IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO EMBARRASS THOMPSON. THEY COULD WELL SIPHON OFF A 
CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF VOTES, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF ANTI-PNP 
SENTIMENT, ANTI-THOMPSON SENTIMENT, AND GENERAL DISSATISFACTION OVER 
THE DETERIORATING ECONOMIC SITUATION. THOMPSON IS EXPECTED TO WIN 
HANDILY, BUT IF HE DOES NOT WIN BIG WHEN UNOPPOSED BY JAMAICA'S ONLY 
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OTHER POLITICAL PARTY, IT WILL MEAN A REAL HUMILIATION TO THE PNP. 

THE BY-ELECTION IS THUS THE FIRST REAL TEST OF THE GOVERNMENT S 
AND MANLEY S POLULARITY OR LACK THEREOF IN SOME TIME. 

7. THE AFFAIR ALSO INDICATES THE STILL POWERFUL EFFECT OF PUBLIC 
OPINION AND A FREE PRESS IN JAMAICA. MANLEY WAS QUITE LITERALLY 
FORCED TO ANNUL THE NOMINATIONS BY GREAT PUBLIC OUTCRY OVER THE 
BLATANT TACTICS USED LAST WEEK. THE OUTCRY WAS ORCHESTRATED BY 
THE JLP AND IMPLEMENTED BY THE FIERCELY INDEPENDENT DAILY GLEANER. 

MOST JAMAICANS EXPECT TROUBLE, VIOLENCE, AND PROBABLE ATTEMPTS AT 
INTIMIDATION, VOTE FRAUD, ETC. ON POLLING DAY. THE EXPECTATION 
ITSELF IS INDICATIVE OF THE MOOD. 

IRVING 
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